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Hawaiian Airlines this month 
marks 10 years of flying to New 
Zealand, no small feat considering 
the recent pandemic, and regional 
director Oceania Andrew Stan-
bury says demand is continuing to 
build from this market. 
New Zealand was one of the first 
places HA recommenced flying to af-
ter a 27-month hiatus, with Stanbury 
saying momentum for the Auck-
land-Honolulu route has been build-
ing since services recommenced in 
Jul 2022—with continued growth, 
particularly, for Hawaii and for HA’s 
Business product and popular Extra 
Comfort economy seating.
“We are seeing increased demand for 
premium products after such a long 
absence of travel, and an increase in 
traffic to Hawai’i and beyond as more 
Kiwi’s see the appeal of entering 
the US in Honolulu and travelling 

HA Celebrates A 
Decade In Aotearoa 

onwards to US cities with a Hawaii 
stopover en route,” he says.
He credits the demand, and HA’s 
resilience in this market, to not only 
the ‘never ending’ appeal of Hawaii 
to Kiwi travellers, but also the hard 
work and creativity of Rusty Williss 
and HA’s commercial team (Nick 
Dew And Lindsey O’Neil), and the 
solid support from its travel and 
tourism partners.  “After the confine-
ment created by the C-19 pandemic, 
some markets are faster to recover 
than others with travellers eager to 
get moving again,” he explains. “New 
Zealand and Australia are two of 
those markets.”

 . . . HA In NZ  
To mark the milestone, the airline 
is sharing the Aloha spirit across 
Auckland, with members of HA’s Ho-
nolulu and Sydney management and 
‘Team Kokua’ community relations 
team in town.  The team is joining 
not-for-profit entity Sea Cleaners to 
help remove debris from Auckland es-
tuary coastline exacerbated by recent 
flooding. Team Kokua is also assisting 
The Rising Foundation to pack food 
hampers at Kiwi Harvest. 

Lei Stand Cocktails
T h e r e ’s  a 
new bar in 
Ho n o l u l u’s 
C h i n at ow n 
precinct. 
T h e  L e i 
Stand is for 
those seek-
ing a tropical cocktail and bite to eat. 
The menu of creative, island inspired 
cocktails features concoctions such 
as WOW LAU LAU (Ketel One, 2day 
cold brew, coconut milk, SCD faler-
num, Benedictine and bitters). 
Also highlighted is OKIKA, featur-
ing Angelisco Blanco, Niagara grape, 
lemon, pear cognac, cane and black 
walnut. 
Share plates are available, with bites 
such as Shrimp Shumai with saffron, 
tomato and cilantro. The Lei Stand 
is located on Bethel Street across 
from Hawai‘i Theatre, and bookings 
are a must for those wanting to visit 
during peak evening hours. See more 
details HERE.

Free Lei Making

For clients bound for Oahu in Mar 
and Apr, Free Lei Making Workshops 
are on at Oahu’s Enchanted Lake 
Community Park (near Ehaakai) 
through to 30 Apr. The workshops are 
on 1400-1700, and are suitable for all 
ages. See details HERE.

Artist At Mauna Lani 

Mauna Lani, Auberge Resort Col-
lection has named professional wa-
terman and surf photographer Zak 
Noyle as its latest artist in residence.
The residency, on this month, will 
see Noyle offer photography sessions 
each day, sharing expert tips and 
tricks. 
Each session, which spans 0930-1230, 
includes breakfast, lunch, and a tuto-
rial and use of a Canon EOS camera 
with underwater housing. See details 
HERE.

Room to unwind,
and then some
BEGIN YOUR VACATION WITH EXTRA LEGROOM ON BOARD.
UPGRADE TO EXTRA COMFORT WITH HAWAIIAN AIRLINES.

LEARN MORE AT HAWAIIANAIRLINES.CO.NZ.

Hawaii’s Best Beach

Ka’anapali Beach in Maui has been 
named not only the best beach in 
Hawaii, but the 10th best in the 
world, by Tripadvisor.
The platform says the former Ha-
waiian royal getaway has crystal 
clear waters perfect for snorkelling 
and surfing, and a backdrop of lush 
mountains. Also making the list was 
Hanalei Beach in Kauai, ranking 
as the fourth best beach in North 
America, with Ho’okipa Beach Park 
in Paia fifth and Lanikai Beach in 
Kailua 15th.

‘Bright & Bubbly’ Aston

Aqua Oasis caters to those seeking a 
‘bright and bubbly’ Hawaiian holiday. 
Located a short stroll from the beach 
and Waikiki’s shopping, dining, and 
nightlife, the property boasts open 
outdoor communal spaces. High-
lights include a koi and turtle pond in 
a garden space, a soaking pool, and 
sun deck with chaise lounges.
Rooms have private balconies and 
soaking tubs, and suites have kitch-
enettes. A free continental breakfast 
is included at the newly opened on-
site restaurant Camado Ramen Tav-
ern (which is openfor dinner, drinks, 
and late-night eats).
Also worth noting for agents, is a Biki 
bike share station is located across 
the street for clients keen to explore 
on two wheels. See details, and the 
latest Aqua Aston webinar at Aqua 
Oasis Joy Hotel Fact Sheet on Aqua 
Aston’s agent resources page HERE.

I Do In Oahu 

Clients looking to tie the knot in 2023 
or beyond? The Kahala hotel claims 
to be the home of ‘exquisite’ weddings 
on Oahu.It offers a range of wedding 
venues, from ballroom for larger 
receptions to the intimate Plumeria 
Grove with its ocean views. All-in-
clusive wedding packages and group 
rates are available. See details HERE.


