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Close to 600 cruise 
e x p e r t s  g a t h e r e d 
for the 23rd Cruise 
I n d u s t r y  Aw a r d s 
in Sydney, and the 
record turnout was 
an opp or tunity  to 
celebrate those who ‘set 
the benchmark’, says 
CLIA Australasia boss 
Joel Katz. 
“They elevate the entire 
industry through their commit-
ment to excellence,” he added.  
Pukekohe Travel was arguably the 
biggest Kiwi winner at the cruise 
awards, named New Zealand’s Single 
Location Cruise Agency of the Year, 
while the company’s Lisa Wharfe 
won the prestigious New Zealand 
Cruise Consultant of the Year title.
Pukekohe Travel director Damian 
O’Connor says the agency win was 
‘absolutely sensational’, and a mas-
sive team effort. His advice for others 
looking to follow in his footsteps is 
innovate and look after your team. 
“Just keep trying, keep pushing, keep 
thinking, keep innovating,” he says. 
“Don’t sit still, and have amazing 
staff and look after them.”

. . . Cruise ‘Superstar’
O’Connor says the team couldn’t 
do it without multi-award-winning 
Wharfe. “This is the most amaz-
ing, superstar, outstanding cruise 

Record CLIAs Event, 
Puke’s Dual Win

consultant New 
Zealand has ever 
seen.”  Wharfe 
says the agency 
win is testament 
to what it has 
b e en  work ing 
hard for over the 
past few years. 
Touching on her 
p ersonal  win, 
Wharfe says she 

was ‘totally blown away’. 
“It’s taken me by surprise. It’s just 
such a great calibre of people that 
are up for this award; it’s a dream 
come true.”
A humble Wharfe attributes her win 
to Pukekohe Travel, who she has 
been with for some 15 years. 
“I’m very very lucky to work for who 
I work for. I’d love to thank all the 
management at Pukekohe Travel for 
all they’ve done to support me...also 
the colleagues I work with.”
Her advice, to other agents, is to 
follow your dreams and passions, 
look after who you work with, and 
support suppliers. This year’s awards 
attracted 1200 nominations, the 
highest number ever received. Katz 
says the cruise body has never had 
so much involvement from its ANZ 
agent members. Australasia, he says, 
is the most ‘engaged and dynamic’ 
CLIA region globally. See pg 2 for 
more CLIA awards news. 

EK Resumes Flights
Emirates’ first flight from Dubai to 
Auckland since the airspace closure 
touched down on Sat, and the carrier 
says it will operate some services 
AKL-DXB over the coming days. 
Those f lights operating, with 
changes to departure times, include 
EK448 DXB-AKL on 09 Mar, depart-
ing at 1005 and EK449 AKL-DXB on 
10 Mar, departing at 2105. 
From 11 Mar onwards, EK says 
EK449 AKL-DXB and EK448 DXB-
AKL will operate as scheduled. 

. . . Portal Is Back
The EK Partners Portal is now back 
on-line and is operating as normal. 
See the latest disrupt policy HERE.

QR’s Doha Schedule
Qatar Airways’ scheduled flights 
remain temporarily suspended, due 
to the closure of Qatari airspace, 
although it has gained permission to 
operate a few select flights. 
The Qatar CAA temporarily autho-
rised a limited operating corridor 
that will allow Hamad International 
Airport to receive select Northern 
Hemisphere flights whose final des-
tination is Doha. 
This follows a series of repatriation 
flights on 08 Mar to AMS, BER, FRA, 
LHR and ZRH, which prioritised 
stranded passengers with families, 
elderly passengers, and those with 
urgent medical and compassionate 
travel needs. These flights do not 
constitute a resumption of scheduled 
commercial operations. See HERE.

Vanuatu: $99 Fares
The Vanuatu Tourism Office and 
Solomon Airlines have released 
additional $99 self-famil agent 
fares, to meet the ‘overwhelming 
demand’ from Kiwi consultants. 
The pair is offering 25 more $99 
fares to give more agents a Vanuatu  
self-famil experience. 
The self-famil packages also give 
agents access to a range of dis-
counted accommodation options 
and experiences including div-
ing, fishing, hiking and cultural 
encounters. 
From 01 Jul, Solomon Airlines 
will increase capacity between 
Auckland and Vanuatu, and launch 
new twice-weekly direct flights ex 
Christchurch. Register HERE.

Pukekohe Travel ’s  D amian 
O’Connor and Lisa Wharfe with 
Uniworld’s Jen Pagett (centre).

MCT Operations
Muscat International Airport is 
operating normally and contin-
ues to accept guests transiting via 
Muscat or stopping over.
WY will operate extra f lights 
between MCT and destinations 
including London Heathrow, 
Istanbul, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, 
Cairo and Mumbai. See the GDS for 
updated schedules. Flights 09 Mar-
15 Mar between MCT and Jordan, 
Dubai, Bahrain, Doha, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Denmark, Baghdad and 
Khasab are cancelled. For help with 
itineraries, e-mail HERE.

https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/2RiCCv
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/AfaYgw
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/g7rrOS
https://e.emiratesagents.com/c/AQiZ0QcQrsqnARjKz5Y9ILfa-yEo5PG_Eq8MGdX3rz9ib4OzMz3vacXd6bQVVxpVZ1o_stfb-rNA
https://www.qatarairways.com/en/travel-alerts.html
mailto:jcarson%40vanuatu.travel%0D?subject=Register%20for%20self-famil
mailto:Auckland%40omanair.com?subject=
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ANZ Cruise Promo Win

The CLIA Small Network Promotion 
of the Year Australia and New 
Zealand went to House of Travel 
Papamoa Group for its Small Ship 
Cruising Travel Showcase. 
Store owner-operator Tanya Aitken 
says it took a risk, doing something 
different, and it paid off. Her advice 
for other agents, looking to follow 
the group’s success is to ‘step out of 
your comfort zone’. Disney Cruise 
Line’s Steph Johnson is pictured on 
left with HoT Papamoa’s Wendy 
Harrison, Nicola Gray, Tanya Aitken, 
Shelley Rich and Esther Ru Bay.

Among the brightest 
stars honoured over the 
weekend’s CLIA Cruise 
Indu str y  Aw ard s  in 
Sydney was Flynn Cox 
of Travel Associates 
Howick, who was named 
CLIA’s Rising Star for 
New Zealand.
Cox, who was a finalist last year, 
was humble with his win. “I am 
just so thankful that everyone has 
believed in me, and it’s everyone’s 
support that has got me where I am.” 

CLIA’s Kiwi Rising 
Star & New Stores

Among his biggest support-
ers is Travel Associates, and 
head of luxury Kelly De 
Graaf who says the com-
pany is so proud of him. 
“He was a finalist last year 
so to take it out this year is 
incredible,” she adds. “He’s 
so passionate about cruis-

ing, and he’s really proactive; he 
really owns that space of going out 
here.” This win, De Graaf adds, is just 
the start for Cox. “I’m really excited 
to see what he does.”

. . . Cruise Stores
C ox’s  w in  h ig h l ig hts  Trave l 
Associates’ increasing focus on the 
cruise sector, with De Graaf telling 
Travel Today that the group is look-
ing at opening a cruise boutique. 
“It’ll be a collection of agents across 
New Zealand who are really passion-
ate about luxury cruising,” she says. 
“They’ll all work together virtually 
to drive the luxury cruise market in 
New Zealand.”
Flynn Cox is pictured with kiwi 
Rising Star finalist Kurt Johnston of 
Flight Centre Botany Town.

New QF Safety Video
Qantas launched a new in-flight 
safety  v ideo recent ly.  It  not 
only focuses on safety but also 
highlights the airline’s 100 years 
airborne. 
The video was mostly filmed on 
board a Qantas aircraft with other 
segments made at QF’s training 
centres. See a sneak peek of the 
video HERE.

Island Hotels Group Gm
The Cook Island’s Island Hotels 
Group has appointed Jerry Crump 
as group gm. He has more than 30 
years of international hospitality 
experience in Australasia and says 
he’s committed to strengthening 
community partnerships, enhanc-
ing guest experiences and driving 
sustainable tourism initiatives.

More CLIA Winners
O t h e r  w i n n e rs  i n  t h e  C L IA 
Australasia Cruise Industry Awards 
were: New Zealand Cruise Broker 
of the Year: Trish Seeherr from 
TS Travel Ltd; Australasia Cruise 
Agency of the Year, Multi-Location/
Brand Ignite Travel Group; Large 
Network Promotion of the Year 
was won by Travel Associates for 
its The Travel Associates Film 
Festival; and Australasia On-line 
Cruise Agency  of the Year was 
Clean Cruising.

http://www.traveltoday.co.nz/subscribe
mailto:subscriptions%40traveltoday.co.nz?subject=Subscription%20Update
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/B44P9V
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=25957788703890036


Mon 09 Mar 26	 p3

News & Product

     CATHAY AGENTS EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION

*T&Cs apply.

LEARN MORE

Turn your sales into a Hong Kong Sevens
familiarisation trip: 2 CHANCES 

TO WIN  *SELL
BIG TO

WIN
HONG KONG SEVENS
17-19 April 2026   |   Kai Tak Stadium

RETURN ECONOMY FLIGHT

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

KE’s New Routes
Korean Air has new published fares 
ex New Zealand to Europe, US and 
Canada that connect with Asiana 
Airlines. 
The routing is ex AKL/CHC/WLG/
ZQN/DUD to Sydney via Air New 
Zealand/Qantas, to Seoul with OZ, 
and then into Europe/US/Canada 
with KE. Among the destinations 
included in the new routing are 
Amsterdam, Istanbul, Paris, Zurich, 
Atlanta, Seattle and Vancouver. 
The move comes as KE notes OZ’s 
SYD schedule has changed, with 
SYD-ICN now departing at 2100 
and arriving at 0635+1 08 Jun-03 
Oct; while SYD-ICN will depart 
2145 and arrive 0620+1 04-24 Oct. 
ICN-SYD will continue as usual, 
departing at 0800 and arriving 1925 
08 Jun-03 Oct, and departing 0740 
and arriving 2005 04-24 Oct. The 
GDS has details.

CLIA Honours Smith
Gavin Smith is 
the latest mem-
b e r  o f  C L IA’s 
Ha l l  o f  Fam e , 
inducted at the 
weekend’s Cruise 
Industry Awards 
for Australasia. Smith, vp and md 
Australia & New Zealand at Royal 
Caribbean, was recognised for his 
defining role in the evolution of the 
local cruise sector.
CLIA executive director Australasia 
Joel Katz says his commitment to 
this region and his unwavering 
support for the industry and its 
people have made an extraordinary 
difference. 
Smith has welcomed the tribute, 
saying it is amazing to be honoured 
for doing something you love. “Every 
aspect of this industry is super excit-
ing, and that’s what I suppose gets 
me out of bed and in there everyday.”
Receiving his award, Smith shared 
his excitement surrounding the 
happenings for Royal Caribbean in 
this market, including the Lelepa, 
the first private cruise destination 
in the southern hemisphere which 
is slated to open in Vanuatu in 2027. 

Help For UAE Clients
For agents with clients stranded 
in the UAE, Innovative Travel has 
teamed up with conflict specialist 
OSACO to help with overland evacu-
ations to Muscat. The first departure 
is scheduled for Thu, 12 Mar.
A coach will depart Abu Dhabi 
International Airport at 0830, con-
tinue to Dubai International Airport 
and then to the border with an 
OSACO representative. 
After passing through the border, 
and paying the UAE exit tax in cash, 
an Oman-based coach will take cli-
ents to Muscat where they can spend 
the night at a four-star hotel, with 
dinner, bed and breakfast included.
In Muscat, Innovative says Oman 
Air is ready to assist clients to 
re-route to their destinations, in 
association with oneworld partner 
carriers. A local rep at the airport 
will assist passengers with check-in. 
See details, and to register your 
interest, contact Innovative HERE.  

Loss-making Air New Zealand is 
exposed to additional daily fuel 
costs of $4m to $5m a day as oil 
prices spiral, say analysts.
Forsyth Barr says the carrier has 
suffered increased costs since the 
pandemic, irrespective of fuel price 
issues, more so than many of its 
international competitors. 
Higher for longer jet fuel prices may 
mean greater structural changes as 
a result of NZ’s strategy review, the 
analysts say.
The growing gap between the price 
of crude oil and refined jet fuel, is 
concerning for the global aviation 
industry. Margins soared from 
USD45 to USD145, described as 
‘’unprecedented.’’
Forsyth Barr says refiners’ margins 
were already causing a problem 
for NZ (which uses about 22,000 

War Looks To Be A 
Heavy Hit For Air NZ

barrels of jet fuel a day) and this 
was reflected in its half year loss 
of $59m.
Into the next financial year, most of 
NZ’s fuel is unhedged, meaning it is 
exposed to market prices.

. . . Shares Tumble
The Middle East crisis has sent 
airline stocks tumbling. Last week 
the Arca Airline Index slid nearly 
15% in the United States. NZ’s share 
price, which was already weak, 
dropped 7% last week.  Across the 
Tasman Qantas shares slid 10% last 
week while the impact on Flight 
Centre was more modest - it suf-
fered a 5.8% dip.

Tahiti Cruise Offer

Paul  Gauguin  Cr uises  has  a 
USD1000 shipboard credit per 
stateroom available on 28 of its 
2026 sailings, advises Our Pacific. 
The offer is valid for new bookings 
made to 30 Apr, covering voyages 
such as the seven-night Tahiti 
and the Society Islands, sailing ex 
Papeete on 06 Jun, 04 Jul, 05 Sep, 03 
Oct, 14 Nov and 12 Dec. Prices start 
from AUD5640pp. See HERE.

Complete Sri Lanka

World Journeys is highlighting its 
14-day Complete Sri Lanka tour ex 
Colombo. 
T h e  t r i p  e x p l o r e s  Wo r l d 
Heritage sites including Sigiriya, 
Polonnaruwa, Anuradhapura, 
Dambulla and Galle. Clients will also 
visit tea plantations, spice gardens, 
taste cuisine and explore the wildlife 
of Yala National Park. Priced from 
$8155pp for departure 01 May, the 
tour includes 13 nights four- to five-
star accommodation with break-
fast, VIP meet & greet at Colombo 
Airport, an English-speaking driv-
er-guide, private sightseeing and 
entrance fees, and a scenic rail jour-
ney ex Nuwara Eliya to Ella. Prices 
vary seasonally. See more HERE.

South Sea Cruise Wins
South Sea Cruises Group (SSCG) has 
been awarded Gold in Destination 
Marketing at the 2025 Fiji Excellence 
in Tourism Awards.
The group also claimed silver awards 
for Inbound & Transport Operators, 
Accommodation Budget/Hostel for 
South Sea Island, and Experiences 
& Attractions (Marine Based) for 
Malamala Beach Club as well as 
bronze in Experiences & Attractions 
(Marine Based) for South Sea Island.
SSCG gm marketing Sonya Ridley 
says the awards reflects sustained 
and partnership-led approach across 
the group’s portfolio. “To be rec-
ognised by our industry peers in this 
way is something we are very proud 
of,” she adds.

https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/zYSPyV
mailto:info%40innovative-travel.com?subject=
https://www.ourcruise.co.nz/home/paul-gauguin-specials.aspx
https://worldjourneys.co.nz/destinations/indian-subcontinent/sri-lanka/
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AWARD NOMINATIONS
ARE NOW OPEN!

CONTACT US VIA: ntia26@taanz.org.nz 

TAANZ AWARD CATEGORIES

INDUSTRY AWARD CATEGORIES

Nominations close 11 March 26 - Finalists announced 6 April 26
TAANZ Industry Awards Nomination

Nominations close 11 March 26  
- Finalists announced and voting opens 16 March 26 

Industry Supplier Awards Nomination

1. Airline of the year
2. Land & Tour Operator of the year
3. Cruise Operator of the year
4. Travel Industry Representative of the year
5. Travel Agency Sales and Support of the year

Association NZ | Trusted Travel Experts

1. Retail Travel Agency of the Year
2. Corporate Travel Agency of the Year
3. Retail Rookie of the Year
4. Corporate Rookie of the Year
5. Retail Consultant of the Year
6. Corporate Consultant of the Year
7. Retail Travel Agency Manager of the Year
8. Corporate Travel Agency Manager  

of the Year
9. Travel Broker (Individual) of the Year

10. Travel Broker (Business/Team) of the Year
11. Local Marketing Campaign of the Year
12. Community Connection of the Year
13. Customer Advocacy of the Year

NEW to NTIA26 - People’s Choice Award  
(voting opens 6 April 26)

MORE INFORMATION HERE 
NTIA 2026 Award categories and questions

NOMINATIONS
DEADLINE
EXTENDED
ONE WEEK

https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/EAOHLl
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/mh2r41
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/10EGlU
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The Walshe Group has announced 
new appointments as it marks its 
50th anniversary.
Key changes include Australia-
based Kristine George and Anna 
Riedel, (pics 1 and 2) who have 
new Brand USA publ ic  re la-
tions roles. George is now PR 

The Walshe Group 
Unveils Expansion

account director Australia and 
New Zealand for Brand USA, and 
is joined by Riedel, who is now 
PR account manager for Brand 
USA. Trina Shepherd, (3) is now 
the PR and trade account man-
ager Australia for New York City 
Tourism + Conventions.
Georgia Rowland (4) is new to 
the company and is now Hawai‘i 
Tourism Oceania’s Aussie trade 
marketing and PR account execu-
tive. Charlotte Bennett (5) has also 
joined the fold as trade and digital 
marketing coordinator. 

 3  2 4  5 1

Riverside Appointment
Riverside Luxur y 
Cruises is expanding 
its presence locally, 
and has appointed 
Stewart Williams as 
countr y  manager 
for Australia & New 
Zealand, who many will know 
from his 28-year tenure at Avalon 
Waterways Australia.
Charlotte Hewitt-Davies, Riverside 
Luxury Cruises md, says Williams’ 
appointment marks a pivotal 
moment for Riverside in Australia 
and New Zealand. 
The river cruise line has all-suite 
ships, with highlights including 
spacious accommodations with 
dedicated butler service, Michelin-
level cuisine, a crew-to guest ratio 
of one-to-two, and exclusive and 
after-hours experiences on shore.  
Itineraries range from three-day 
sailings through to extended 21-day 
journeys along the Danube, Rhine, 
Rhône, Main, Moselle and Saône. 
See details HERE.

Norwegian Luna Debut

Norwegian Cruise Line has taken 
delivery of its 21st ship in Italy, 
Norwegian Luna.
The cruise line’s president Marc 
Kazlauskas says the new ship rep-
resents the continued evolution of 
NCL’s vision. “She delivers freedom, 
flexibility and thoughtfully curated 
experiences, allowing guests to 
enjoy their vacation exactly how 
they want, with ease,” he says. 
The line’s second Prima Plus Class, 
she has 1809 staterooms, 17 dining 
options and 18 bars and lounges, 
and offers evening shows and 
attractions. Highlighted features 
include The Haven by Norwegian, 
an area reserved for Haven guests, 
a Mandara Spa, and the adults-only 
Vibe Beach Club.
Norwegian Luna will sail into Miami 
on 23 Mar, with her christening on 
27 Mar followed by a series of three- 
and four-day Bahamas voyages, and  
seven-day Caribbean itineraries. See 
more details HERE.

SB NOU On Sale
Aircalin has fares to New Caledonia 
on sale to 20 Mar. Return flights 
ex Auckland to Noumea are from 
$579 for travel 06 Mar–01 Apr, 21 
Apr–01 Jul, 13 Jul–23 Sep and 13 
Oct–30 Nov 2026. See HERE.

Viking Sponsors Ballet

Viking has unveiled a new multi-
year partnership with the Royal 
New Zealand Ballet.
Through the new deal, Viking will 
support productions throughout 
RNZB’s 2026 season including 
Macbeth, Dazzlehands and Sleeping 
Beauty. 
Agents and guests in the region will 
have access to partnership benefits 
through the company’s artistic pro-
gram, which could include oppor-
tunities for free premium tickets 
to select performances, invitations 
to attend rehearsals, studio tours 
and behind-the-scenes events with 
RNZB dancers. 
Pictured: Viking’ New Zealand man-
ager Steve Parker and Jo Harris from  
Viking with Susannah Lees-Jeffries 
from RNZB at an Auckland perfor-
mance of Macbeth.

Intrepid’s Rome Office
Intrepid Travel has opened an Italian 
office in Rome, its second office 
in western Europe. The move is in 
response to growing demand for 
culturally immersive and respon-
sible travel through Italy, one of 
Intrepid’s top-performing destina-
tions in Europe. Italy trip bookings 
grew 93% from 2022 to 2025, and 
the company has a goal to triple pas-
senger numbers to the country by 
2030. Zina Bencheikh Intrepid’s md 
EMEA says the expansion is a step in 
its operational hub strategy. Having 
its own DMC in Rome, will help it 
diversify its product and strengthen 
local ties, she adds.

https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/fNpzcK
https://daily.traveltoday.co.nz/FIYsvE
https://riverside-cruises.com/en/
https://www.ncl.com/nz/en/cruise/luna
https://www.aircalin.co.nz/en?acr=com-to-nz
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1. Travel Associates’ Flynn Cox with Ben Angell from Norwegian Cruise Line. 2. Uniworld’s Jen Pagett with Pukekohe Travel’s Damian O’Connor and Lisa 
Wharfe. 3. Disney Cruise Line’s Steph Johnston with House of Travel Papamoa’s Nicola Gray, Tanya Aitken, Esther Ru Bay, Wendy Harrison and Shelley Rich.
4. Emma Bull from House of Travel and Craig Martin from Travel Associates. 5. Lisa Pile from Regent/Oceania with RSSC’s Stacey Hill 6. CLIA’s Peter Little 
and Joel Katz, either side of Royal Caribbean’s Gavin Smith. 7. Ponant’s Julie Rogers with Cath McLeod from Wanderlust. 8. Flighties’ Kurt Johnston and 
Diana Lintag with Flynn Cox from Travel Associates. 9. CLIA Australasia chairman Peter Little. 10. House of Travel’s Tracee Buckenham, Taylor Le Breton, 
Shaunice Bray and Paula Rhodes. 11.  Jenny Jia from NZ Travel Brokers. 12. Wanderlust trio Kim Mildon, Cath McLeod and Kristy Cockerill. 13. Hotties 
Katrina Cole, Lorraine Van Veen and Nicky Denvir. 14. Celeste Ryall from House of Travel with HoT colleagues Jayne Aldred and Jo Tait.

Pics From The CLIA Cruise Awards 2026

There was a record turnout at the Australasian cruise industry’s answer to the Oscars, the CLIAs, including a strong Kiwi delegation. The night 
celebrated the wider success of the ever-growing Australasian cruise sector, and CLIA Australia boss Joel Katz declared the market as CLIA’s most 
engaged globally.

Trade Dines With New Regent President
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1. Diane Lamberton from World Travellers with Fine Travel’s Paul Collins, 
RSSC president Wes D’Silva, RSSC bdm Anji Montgomerie and Amanda 
Saville from Francis Travel Marketing. 2. House of Travel’s Jacqueline 
Kennedy with Kylie Crouch from First Travel Group and Regent duo Anji 
Montgomerie and Wes D’Silva. 3. Gemma Brown from Flight Centre with 
RSSC bdm Anji Montgomerie, RSSC president Wes D’Silva, and Kerry 
Graham from the Private Travel Company. 4. RSSC’s Scott Graham with 
Gerard Murphy from Bon Voyage Travel and RSSC’s Anji Montgomerie 
and president Wes D’Silva. 5. Andrew Boman from NZTB, with Cruise 
World’s Cherryl Browne and RSSC duo Anji Montgomerie and Wes 
D’Silva. 6. Chris & Sarah Hunter from Helloworld with RSSC bdm Anji 
Mongomerie and the cruise line’s president Wes D’Silva.

Regent Seven Seas Cruises (RSSC) treated a VIP trade group to dinner on board the recently refreshed Seven Seas Mariner in Auckland last Thu, 
hosted by the cruise line’s new president Wes D’Silva. Following a ship inspection of the upgraded ship, the trade group dined at the onboard 
French specialty restaurant Chartreuse and gained an insight to what’s new and what’s next for the cruise line, direct from D’Silva.

 3  2 4

 5 6

 1
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MARCH
Beautiful Samoa Roadshow
Christchurch: Mon 09, Chateau on the 
Park, DoubleTree by Hilton, 1730-2030. 
Wellington: Tue 10, James Cook Hotel 
Grand Chancellor 1730-2030. Tauran-
ga: Wed 11, Cargo Shed 1730-2030. 
Auckland: Thu 12, Pullman Hotel 
1730-2030.
APT & Travelmarvel Consumer
Christchurch: Tue 10, Christchurch 
Art Gallery, 1000. Kapiti Coast: Wed 
11, Paraparaumu Golf Club, 1800. 
Palmerston North: Thu 12, Silky Otter 
Cinema, 1800. Auckland: Wed 18, East 
Sorrento in the Park, 1000. Tauranga: 
Tue 24, Trinity Wharf Hotel, 1000.  
JAWS+ Roadshow 2026
Hamilton: Tue 10, Hamilton Old Boys 
Rugby Club, 1730. Rotorua: Wed 11, 
Arawa Park Hotel, 1730. Tauranga/
BOP: Thu 12, Club Mount Maun-
ganui, 1730. Wellington: Tue 17, Lower 
Hutt Events Centre, 1730. Palmerston 

Want To Add Your Event?   e-mail news@traveltoday.co.nz

North: Wed 18, Distinction Coachman 
Hotel, 1730. Napier: Thu 19, East Pier 
Hotel, 1730. Nelson: Tue 24, Beachside 
Nelson, 1730. Christchurch: Wed 25, 
Hotel Elms, 1730. Queenstown: Thu 26, 
Sudima Five Mile, 1730.  
Scenic Cruises Info Sessions
Whangarei: Tue 10, Distinction Whan-
garei Hotel, 1000, 1200, 1800. New Plym-
outh: Mon 16, Novotel New Plymouth 
Taranaki, 1800. 
Emerald Cruises Info Sessions  
Whangarei: Tue 10, Distinction Whan-
garei Hotel, 1400. New Plymouth: Mon 
16, Novotel New Plymouth Taranaki, 
1400.
Viking Explorer 2026
Christchurch: Thu 12, Chateau on the 
Park, 1030 & 1830. Tauranga: Tue 17, 
Mercury BayPark Arena Suites. Auck-
land: Thu 19, Event Cinemas Newmar-
ket, 1030 & 1830. South Auckland: Tue 
24, Double Tree by Hilton Karaka, 1030 
& 1830. 

Viva: South Africa Quiz Night
Wellington: Mon 23 Mar, Intercontinen-
tal Hotel, Pukeko Room 1730.
TEQ: Queensland Is Calling
Auckland: Mon 23, Royal Akarana Yacht 
Club, 1600-2030. Wellington: Tue 24, 
Harbourside Function Venue, 1600-2030. 
Christchurch: Wed 25, Christchurch 
Town Hall, 1600-2030. Dunedin: Thu 26, 
Dunedin Town Hall, 1600-2030.
APRIL
Land, Rail, & Sea: Wendy Wu, 
Journey Beyond, Viking
Palmerston North: Mon 13, Event 
Cinemas, 1030 & 18:30. Whanganui: 
Wed 15, Whanganui Golf Course, 1830. 
New Plymouth: Thu 16, Novotel, 1430 
& 1830. Kapiti: Wed 22, Coastlands 
Event Cinemas, 1030. Lower Hutt: 
Thu 23, Boulcotts Heritage Farm Golf 
Course, 1030. Wellington: Thu 23, 
Grand Chancelor James Cook Hotel, 
1830.

MAY
Emerald Cruises Info Sessions 
Auckland: Tue 05, Park Hyatt, 1000. 
Scenic Cruises Info Sessions
Auck land:  Tue  05 ,  Park  Hyatt , 
1130/1800.
Wendy Wu, Journey Beyond, Viking
Warkworth: Tue 05, The Stables Mataka-
na, 1030. Kerikeri: Wed 06, The Turner 
Center, 1030. Whangarei: Thu 07, Event 
Cinemas, 1030 & 1830. Hamilton: Tue 
26, The Veranda, 1430 & 1830. Rotorua: 
Wed 27, Novotel Rotorua Lakeside, 1830. 
Taupo: Thu 28, The Lakeview Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1030 & 1830.
AUGUST
Viva Beyond The Brochure
Christchurch: Mon 31, Chateau on the 
Park, 1730. 
SEPTEMBER
Viva Beyond The Brochure
Wellington: Wed 02, Dowse Art Mu-
seum, 1800. Auckland: Thu 03, CBD 
(Venue TBC), 1730.

House of Travel has taken to the 
seas, partnering with Norwegian 
Cruise Line to get its agents on 
board Norwegian Spirit for a 
cruise workshop.
More than 30 agents participated 
in the Intro to Selling Ocean Cruise 
sessions in Auckland, Wellington 
and Christchurch, which were 
led by House of Travel’s Rachel 
Chalmers and NCL representative 
Megan Porter.
Chalmers says it was a fantastic 
experience, and one that reflects 
the brand’s continued focus and 
investment on practical, experi-
ence-led learning in partnership 
with valued suppliers. “It was great 
to connect with our consultants, 

NCL Cruise Training 
At Sea With HoT

share practical tips, and see their 
confidence grow in helping cus-
tomers plan their cruise holidays.” 
1. At the Auckland training is 
Caitlin Carlisle, Natasha Thompson, 
Megan Porter (from NCL), Rachel 
Chalmers ,  Tania  Smith,  E l la 
Cotterall, Kelsey Mackay, Kimberley 
McCormick and Letitia Willemse. 
2.  Pic ture d  in  Chr istchurch 
is Sophie McGeady with Natasa 
Vaughan, Madison Richards, Jolene 
John, Megan Porter (NCL), Megan 
Stirling, Georgia Hensley-Smith, 
Laila Harnett, Lily Richards, Sophie 
Beckley, Christine Lange, Hayden 
Edgecombe, Chloe Pollock and 
Rachel Chalmers. In front is Jordi 
Elvidge and Aisling Shirley.

Azamara Segments 

Azamara has opened bookings 
for the smaller itineraries that 
make up its 175-night 2028 World 
Cruise—a move it says is designed 
to allow clients to experience the 
rare ports, extended stays, over-
nights, and immersive cultural 
experiences that feature on its full 
World Cruise, without committing 
to the entire journey. 
There are 14 segments making up 
the cruise, including a 16-night 
cruise on 19 Jan exploring Peru, 
C h i l e ,  P i t c a i r n  a n d  Fre n c h 
Polynesia, and a 16-night Australia 
and Indonesia cruise on 01 Mar. 
Six Combination Cruises feature 
as well. There are also nine Grand 
Voyages of 35 nights or more for 
those clients looking to sail a little 
longer, exploring Asia, Africa, and 
the South Pacific.
Azamara says these voyages also 
include enhanced inclusions such 
as unlimited wifi and up to $2000 
airfare credit. See more details 
HERE.

MSC Dubai Flights
MSC Cruises advises agents that 
it has organised flights for more 
than 1500 guests on board the 
MSC Euribia in Dubai to leave the 
region. As of Sat, a total of seven 
flights for these guests departed 
the area.
Flights included dedicated char-
ter services at MSC’s expense, 
seats  secured in partnership 
with Emirates and Fly Dubai on 
scheduled commercial services 
and some government organised 
flights. 
Passengers were repatriated to 
destinations including the UK, 
Italy, Germany, Spain, the US and 
Brazil. MSC Cruises executive 
chairman Pierfrancesco Vago says 
he was proud of the company 
coming together. “We still have 
some guests on the ship, but we are 
working hard to secure their safe 
passage from the region.”
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